BEFORE THE

GUJARAT ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

AHMEDABAD

CASE NO:  914 / 2007.

In the matter of 

Aggregate Revenue Requirement (ARR) of Torrent Power Limited for the Financial Year 2007-08.

Shri. G Subba Rao (Chairman)

  Shri.  K P Gupta (Member)   

  Dr. Manmohan (Member)

ORDER

Torrent Power Limited (TPL), a Company incorporated under the Companies Act, 1956, is carrying on the business of generation and distribution of Electricity in the cities of Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar and Surat. TPL has assumed the business consequent to the amalgamation of Torrent Power AEC Limited (TPAL), Torrent Power SEC Limited (TPSL) and Torrent Power Generation Limited (TPGL) with Torrent Power Limited.

TPAL was a licensee under the provisions of the Indian Electricity Act, 1910 and TPSL was a Sanction Holder in terms of the sanction granted by the Government of Gujarat under the provisions of the Indian Electricity Act, 1910. Torrent Power Limited is a deemed Licensee for distribution of Electricity under section 19 (1) (d) read with provision 19 (1) (i) of the Gujarat Electricity Industry (Reorganization and Regularization) Act, 2003 and under section 14 of the Electricity Act, 2003.

The Commission has granted approval to the transfer/assignment of License granted to Torrent Power (AEC) ltd. and Torrent Power SEC Limited so as to incorporate the name of TPL as Licensee in place of TPAL and TPSL in the respective licenses.

The approval of the Commission was subject to the order and directions of the Hon’ble High Court of Gujarat on the scheme of amalgamation/merger of TPAL, TPSL, TPGL and TPL. The scheme of arrangement including amalgamation has been approved by the Hon’ble High Court of Gujarat vide its order dated 11th September 2006.

Torrent Power Limited filed its ARR for 2007-08 on 06.02.2007, in accordance with the Regulations notified by GERC on Terms and Conditions of Tariff. In compliance with the directions of the Commission seeking certain information vide letters dated 17.02.2007 and 16.03.2007. TPL has submitted the clarifications sought to the Commission on 05.03.2007, 07.04.2007 and 17.04.2007.

1.2 ADMISSION OF PETITION AND PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS

      
The Commission admitted the ARR Petition of TPL for 2007-08 (Case No.914 of 2007). On 1st May 2007, the Commission directed TPL to publish its application in the abridged form and manner to ensure public participation.

1.2.1 The Public Notice was published by TPL in -

	Sl.No.
	Newspaper
	Language Type
	Date of Publication

	1
	Sandesh
	Gujarati
	7th May 2007

	2
	Indian Express
	English
	7th May 2007


Through the notice, the public were invited to forward their objections and suggestions on the petition up to June 7th, 2007.  Since a number of representations were received for extending the time for forwarding the objections/suggestions a further notice was published in the following newspapers on 8th June 2007 and time was given to the public up to 22nd June 2007 for forwarding suggestions / objections. 

	Sl.No.
	Newspaper
	Language Type
	Date of Publication

	1
	Sandesh
	Gujarati
	8th June 2007

	2
	Gujarat Samachar
	Gujarati 
	8th June 2007

	3
	Divya Bhaskar
	Gujarati
	8th June 2007

	4
	Jai Hind
	Gujarati
	8th June 2007

	5
	Metro
	Gujarati
	8th June 2007

	6
	Indian Express
	English 
	8th June 2007

	7
	Times of India
	English
	8th June 2007


1.2.2 The Commission has received 17 objections within the due date and 1 after the due date on the petition filed by TPL. The Commission has considered the objections received and sent communications to the objectors inviting them to take part in the public hearing process for presenting their views on the petition before the Commission. The public hearing was held in the Court hall, Commission’s office in Ahmedabad from 19th to 21st July 2007.

Each of the objectors who participated in the public hearing was given a time slot for presenting their views on TPL’s petition before the Commission.

The details of persons/organizations who filed their objections on the petition are given in Annexure 1.
All objectors except Dalit Sena presented their objections / suggestions during the public hearing.  The representative of Dalit Sena wanted seven more days time to present his objections in the hearing. The Commission did not agree and informed him to give his further objections in writing later if he wishes.

1.2.3 It is submitted by TPL that they could not file the petition by 30th November 2006 as required in the regulations notified by the Commission, as the amalgamation/merger of TPAL, TPSL, TPGL and TPL has been approved by the Hon’ble High Court of Gujarat vide order dated 11th September 2006 and that thereafter the Company had to file with the Registrar of Companies, Gujarat and that it has taken some time to consolidate the data etc. In view of the above, the Company could not file the petition by 30th November 2007. Taking into account the reasons explained above, the Commission condones the delay in filing the Petition for approval of ARR for FY 2007-08 by TPL. 
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